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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 



CHINA, 

Amoy— cnolera ana Plague no Longer Epidemic. 

It was reported from Amoy October 30 that cholera and plague 
were no longer epidemic in Amoy. 

Hongkong— Examination of Emigrants for Hookworm Disease. 

Under date of October 23 information has been received in regard 
to the examination at Hongkong of alien emigrants previous to de- 
parture for United States ports, in lieu of the examination at the 
port of arrival, as the result of a recent ruling by the United States 
mimigjration authorities. 

Facilities have been provided for these examinations, and, to the 
date of the report, about 200 Chinese had been examiaed. Of these, 
aU of whom were from the better class of Chinese, 40 to 50 per cent 
were found infected with hookworm. It is thought the rate of in- 
fection among the coolie class may be as great as 80 per cent. 

Slianglial— Plague OutDreak. 

A report from Shanghai, dated November 14, records the occurrence 
of an outbreak of plague in Shanghai, as follows : 

The first human case of this disease this year was discovered on the 
2d instant. From then until and including the present date 15 cases 
in all, with 8 deaths, have been discovered by the health department. 
One case only was reported on the 12th instant. The patients are 
being cared for at the Chinese Isolation Hospital outside of the set- 
tlement. This institution is under Chinese jurisdiction entirely, 
but there is a foreign physician connected therewith in the capacity 
of a consultant. 

All of the cases so far discovered have originated in a circumscribed 
area in the heart of the settlement and practically fronting on the 
Soochow Creek, a large stream coming down from the interior, and 
upon which are situated godowns accommodating goods from the 
country, and goods landed here from steamers, both local and foreign. 
The focus is about the same as that in which most of the cases occurred 
during the last recrudescence of the disease in Shanghai. 

Infected rats to the total number of six have been found in this 
area during the last four or five weeks, besides a large number of 
dead rats, which, because of their decomposed condition, could not be 
examined. The last infected rat was found about two weeks ago, 
coincident almost with the finding of the first human case. 

The type of the disease has been entirely bubonic, and none but 
natives have been afflicted so far. 
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Because of the fact that all steamers destmed for American ports 
are requu*ed to remam m the stream while here (with very rare excep- 
tions, which are fully noted on the bills of health) and are loaded from 
foreign-owned lighters, which are fumigated periodically to free them 
from rats, and which in addition are required to use rat guards while 
alongside, and do almost all the loading m daylight, it is thought that 
there is httle or no danger of the disease gaining access to the ships by 
means of rats. 

Cargo is carefully supervised, and every precaution is taken to 
prevent, so far as is possible, the access to the vessels of persons who 
might be carriers of the disease. With regard to this latter, however, 
in case of vessels remaining here for some days the crew can not be 
prevented from getting ashore, and of course lighter coolies have free 
access to all parts of the ship. The personnel, however, of such 
vessels as come up the river to Shanghai is carefully inspected as 
near as practicable to the hour of departure, with the exception of 
cabin passengers, and the crew and steerage passengers originating 
here, or on vessels bound direct to American ports, are bathed and 
their effects disinfected. 
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HAWAII. 
Kukulliaele— Plague. 

Surg. Trotter at Honolulu reports, December 17, the occurrence 
on December 16 of 3 deaths from plague at Kukuihaele. One of these 
deaths was from the pneumonic and 2 from the bubonic form of the 
disease. 

ITALY. 

lieghom— Typhus Fever. 

Report from Leghorn, November 25, stated that there had been 1 
case of typhus fever, with 1 death, in Leghorn during the week ended 
November 23. 

JAPAN. 

Cholera. 

Report from Yokohama, dated November 18, states that during the 
week ended November 16 there were reported in Japan 185 new 
cases of cholera. The total number since the beginning of the out- 
break is 2,329. 

In Formosa 259 cases of cholera with 168 deaths were reported 
from the beginning of the outbreak to November 7. 



